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Grant Information and Guidelines for Applications – NORTHFIELD CONSTITUENCY ( Northfield, Kings Norton, Weoley and Longbridge Wards )
	The Youth Opportunities Fund is-:

· For all young people 13-19 ( up to 25 for young people with learning difficulties)
· To give young people a real voice in decision making

· To engage disadvantaged and hard to reach young people

· To enable young people to benefit from positive activities

· To enable young people to enjoy sport and recreational activity

· To encourage the personal and social development of young people

· To improve outcomes for young people

· To increase the well being of young people

· For investment in youth facilities

The funds are managed by young people who will be supported in making decisions about the allocation of funds.


	Who should apply?  Groups and individuals can apply.  Applications must be young person led but applications with a supporting organisation are welcomed.   If you do not have a supporting organisation then Northfield Constituency Office will put you in contact with a supporting organisation if your application is successful. (In most cases applications for capital funds will require a supporting organisation.) We would particularly welcome bids from individual young people.


	Which fund should we apply to?  There is only one application form so just fill in the form and if you are successful the money will be allocated from the relevant fund.  The funds can be used in tandem so a successful application may come from both funds.


	How much can we apply for?  There is no upper or lower limit however INVOLVE would like the funds to benefit as many young people as possible. We are using £2000 as a guide figure but groups can bid for more or less than this amount. Please ring Karen if you need any further guidance


	Who can help us?  Adults such as youth workers, teachers, sports coaches and parents will be able to help you with developing your plans and completing the application form.  If you do not have anyone to help you the Constituency Office will provide assistance through a nominated worker or young people who have knowledge and experience of the funds.  Contact Karen Cheney 303-9986 OR 675 8519


	When should we apply?  Straight away – the Young People’s Forum meet on a regular monthly  basis to make funding decisions and your bid will go to the next available meeting


	What kind of things can we apply for?  All activities and projects must contribute to at least one of the following outcomes.  Being healthy, staying safe, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution, achieving economic wellbeing.  Some examples are listed.


	Outcome
	Description
	Examples

	Being Healthy
	Physically healthy
Emotionally healthy

Healthy Lifestyles
	

	Stay Safe
	Safe from accidents

Safe from bullying and discrimination

Safe from Crime and anti social behaviour


	

	Enjoy and Achieve
	Achieve personal and social development and enjoy recreation
	

	Make a positive contribution
	Engage in decision making and support the community environment
	

	Achieve economic well being
	Engage in further education and training
	


	Why might our application be rejected?   Below are a list of possible reasons but you will be told why your application was not successful.
· We were unable to read your application form

· It does not appear to be value for money, for example if the financial information indicates that goods or services are being overpriced

· The activity is dangerous and the necessary safeguards are not in place.

· The money is to be used to replace existing programmes or services

· If the activity is during curriculum time at school, during training or at college

· All the grant money has been allocated

· You are not within the age group 13 – 19 (or 25 for young people with learning difficulties)

· If the application looks as if it has been written  by an adult or worker

· If you do not live Northfield Constituency – this includes the wards of Longbridge, Kings Norton, Northfield and Weoley.



	Who decides if we are successful? A panel of local young people will consider your application and make a decision – INVOLVE -Northfield Young People’s Forum


	How will we know if we are successful?  You will receive a written notification, either by letter or e-mail;
 if you are successful it will inform you of the next steps-
if you are unsuccessful the letter will tell you why.


	What financial information will we need?  You will need to know the cost of the activity/project that you want to fund and the details must be included in the application form.  


	How will we get the money?  The money will be made payable to your sponsoring organisation either through the City Council financial systems or a cheque will be made payable.  Cheques will only be made payable to organisations and not to individuals.


	What will happen when the project is complete?  Your group will be expected to evaluate the project/activity.  You may also receive a visit from a youth worker or young people from the panel or be invited to give feedback at an INVOLVE meeting or AGM.



	Where can I get help from 
Contact Karen Cheney on 303-9986 or 675-8519
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